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GREAT MATHEMATICIANS 

Bhudhayan (Around 800 BC)

Nationality: India 
Famous For: Budhayana Sulbasutr is noted for containing several early Mathematical 
results including an approximation of the square root of 2 and the statement of a 
version of later known as Pythagoras theorem.

Euclid (365 ð275 BC)
Nationality: Greek
Famous For: Known as òfather of geometry ó. The earliest known maths book, titled 
ôElementsõ was written by Euclid. It serves as a textbook to teach geometry and 
mathematics. His mathematical system is known as òEuclidean geometry.ó 

Thales (624 ð546 BC)
Nationality: Greek
Famous For: òfather of science ó & Thalesõ theorem. Thales used principles of 
mathematics, specifically geometry, to solve everyday problems. He is considered as 
the òfirst true mathematicianó. 

Pythagoras (570 ð495 BC)
Nationality: Greek
Famous For: Pythagorean theorem.

Pythagoras is best known in mathematics for the Pythagorean Theorem.

Aryabhata (476 ð550 AD)
Nationality: Indian
Famous For: Writing ƄryabhaƝyaand the Arya -siddhanta .
Contribution include his work on providing an approximate value to pi. He likewise 
touched on the concepts of sine, cosine, and the place -value system.

Omar Khayyam (1048 ð1131 AD)
Nationality: Persian
Famous For: Most algebraic principles have been drawn from his books, Treatise on 
Demonstration of Problems of Algebra . In the area of geometry, Khayyam worked on 
the òtheory of proportions.ó

Rene Descartes (1596 ð1650 AD)
Nationality: French
Famous For: Cartesian coordinate system. The òCartesian coordinate systemó in 
mathematics is named after Rene Descartes. He is seen as the father of analytical 
geometry in addition to explaining òinfinitesimal calculus and analysis.ó

John Napier (1550 - 1617) 
Nationality: Britain
Famous For: Invention of Natural Logarithms, Popularized the use of the Decimal 
Point and Napier's Bones tool for Lattice Multiplication.

Srinivasa Ramanujan (1887 - 1920)
Nationality: India
Famous For: Landau - Ramanujan constant. He helped in expanding mathematical 
theory, particularly in continued fractions, infinite series, mathematical analysis, and 
number theory. He conducted mathematical research in isolation.
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The word òMathematics ócomes from the Greek word ôMathemata õ, meaning ôthingsthat are
learnedõ.

The origins of mathematics are lost in antiquity but we know that it was used 4,000
years ago by ancient people, such as the Babylonians and Egyptians, to work out the
calendar, so that they could know in advance when to sow their crops, or when the river
Nile was going to flood, or to solve quadratic equations. They even knew about the
theorem now wrongly attributed to Pythagoras.

Numbers are almost as old as the human civilization itself . The ancient civilizations in
India, China, and elsewhere had developed their own systems of denoting numbers. The
Indians and Egyptians used the base 10 to count numbers. e.g:ðthey used numbers 1 to
10 and then used groups of 10 to count larger numbers. The Mayans in South America
used the base 20, while the ancient Syrians used base 2 to count numbers.
Historically, irrational numbers like ã2, ã3 were known to the ancient mathematicians
well before the negative numbers.

Origin of Numbers
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Saharan desert ants may have built in òpedometersóthat
count steps and allow the ants to measure exact distance .
Ants with stilts glue to their legs travel too far and pass their
nest entrance, suggesting that sterile length is important for
distance determination .
Ants, navigates in their habitat by path integration . They
continuously integrate directions as determined by their
celestial compassand distances traveled .

Ant Odometer

Ishango Bone (18,000 B.C.)

The Ishango baboon bone (found in Ishango , near the

headwaters of the Nile River), with its sequence of notches,

was first thought to be a simple tally stick used by a Stone

Age African . These bones suggest a simple understanding of

doubling or halving. The full mystery of Ishango bone canõtbe

solved until other similar bones are discovered .

Dice (3000 B.C.)

Dice was originally made from the ankle bones of animals and

the oldest known dice was found in the southeastern Iran .

Dice was among the earliest means for producing random

numbers. And now a days it is used for finding probability also.

In ancient civilizations, people used dice to predict the future,

believing that the Gods influenced dice outcomes.



Magic Square (2200 B.C.)

Magic squares originated in China and were first mentioned in
a manuscript from the time of Emperor Yu. A magic square
consists of N2 boxes, called Cells, filled with integers that are
all different . The sum of the numbers in the horizontal rows,
vertical columns and diagonals are equal. Indian mathematician
Shrinivas Ramanujanõsmagic square is a well-known example.
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Plimpton 322 (It is named after a New York publisher George

Plimpton who, in 1922, bought the tablet for $10 from a

dealer and then donated it to a Columbian University) refers

to a mysterious Babylonian clay tablet featuring numbers in a

cuneiform script . The tables specify the Pythagorean triples -

i.e. whole numbers that specify the Pythagorean Theorem

Plimpton 322 (1800 B.C.)

RhindPapyrus (1650 B.C.)

The rhind papyrus is the most important source of information

concerning ancient Egyptian mathematics . This scroll, about a

foot of 30 cm high and 18 feet (5.5 m) long was found in a

tomb in Thebes on the east bank of the river Nile . It includes

mathematical problems involving fractions, A.P., algebra,

geometry and accounting.

Pythagoras Triangle and Theorem (800 
BC) 

Pythagorean triangles were probably known even earlier as

òBabyloniansó. Although Pythagoras is often credited with the

formulation of the Pythagorean Theorem in about 580 B.C. but

evidence suggest that theorem was developed by Indian

mathematician Baudhayan in about 800 B.C. in his book

Baudhayana Sulba Sutra . It states that the square of

hypotenuse length is equal to the sum of the square of other

two lengths in a right angle triangle .

What are Fibonacci Numbers?

Fibonacci Numbers are an interesting idea. The numbers in the sequence can be made by
adding the previous two numbers. The Fibonacci Numbers occurs in nature, in population
growth in rabbits and also the development of the spiral in a snailõsshell .
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Platonic Solids (350 B.C.)

Plato described the five Platonic solids in Timaeus in around 350 B.C. A Platonic solid

is a convex multifaceted 3-D object whose faces are all identical polygons, with sides

of equal length and angles of equal degrees. A Platonic solid also has the same number

of faces meeting at every vertex . The ancient Greeks recognized and proved that

only five Platonic solids can be constructed : the tetrahedron, cube, octahedron,

dodecahedron, and icosahedron .
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Element of Greek mathematician Euclid is a mathematical and

geometric treatise consisting of 13 books attributed to the

ancient Greek mathematicians Euclid in Alexandria . It is a

collection of definitions, postulates, propositions and

mathematical proofs of propositions . Books cover Euclidean

Geometry and the ancient Greek version of elementary

number theory .

Pi, symbolized by the Greek letter Ù,is the "ratio of a

circle's circumference to its diameter and is approximately

equal to 3.14159. Perhaps ancient peoples observed that for

every revolution of a cartwheel, a cart moves forward about

three times the diameter of the wheel-an early recognition

that the circumference is about three times the diameter .

An ancient Babylonian tablet st ates that the ratio of the

circumference of a circle to the perimeter of an inscribed

hexagon is 1 to 0.96, implying a value of pi of 3.125.
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Greek mathematician Archimedes (c. 250 B. C. ) was the first to give us a
mathematically rigorous range for - a value between 223 / 71 and 22/ 7. The Welsh
mathematician William Jones (1675 - 1749 ) introduced the symbol Ù in 1706 , most
likely after the Greek word for periphery, which start, with the letter òÙó.

Tetrahedron
Four sided 

Hexahedron
Six sided 

Icosahedron
Twenty sided 

Dodecahedron
Twelve sided 

Octahedron
Eight sided


